


Even though Santa is an icon for the 
kids, many adults still join in Santa’s little 
world of make believe—a time when they 
can leave their cares and troubles behind, 
if only for a little while.

“I visited the local public offices 
last year to wish employees a merry 
Christmas, and they jumped up and 
down with joy like little children,” Rick 
says. “It’s a magical time for everyone, 
especially when you give of yourself. It’s 
much better than opening a gift.”

Union County
Steve Fund of La Grande prefers to be 
known as St. Nicholas, the fourth-century 
patron saint who had a reputation for 

secret gift giving. St. Nicholas was the 
original model for the modern-day Santa 
Claus.

Steve wears a long, flowing Victorian 
style robe of St. Nicholas’ era, along with 
the white beard. He chose the Victorian 
costume because he says it is more in 
line with what he wants to promote 
for Christmas, which is taking the 
commercialism out of the holiday. 

Even though he maintains all of 
the virtues and kid-friendliness of a 
conventional Santa, as a Christian, he 
says he likes to keep his focus on what 
the holiday is really about: the birth of 
Christ. 

Steve says posing as St. Nicholas for 
the last four years is a family tradition 
started by his father-in-law, followed by 
his brother-in-law and then himself for 
the local Elks Lodge.

“Most kids who know me don’t know 
I’m St. Nicholas,” Steve says, noting that 
includes some in his own family.

“The first year I was St. Nicholas, I was 

grand marshal of the parade and rode 
on the fire truck,” Steve says. “In town 
there were hundreds of kids all around 
me and I felt someone slip an envelope in 
my hand. I looked down and it was my 
granddaughter (she was 6 at the time). It 
was her letter to Santa; she didn’t know 
it was me. I got pretty choked up. It 
brought tears to my eyes.”

Steve’s favorite part of the Santa 
experience “is talking to the little kids 
and seeing their faces light up,” he says. 
“It’s the best!”

He also visits the hospital, nursing 
homes and the homeless in his 
community during the holiday season, 
and attends a different event each 
weekend during December.

“I volunteer my time for this every 
year in the spirit of St. Nicholas,” he says, 
“and there have been so many special 
moments.”
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Union County’s St. Nicholas, Steve Fund, gives his reindeer a rest as he rides in a horse-drawn carriage.
Photo courtesy of the La Grande Observer

Santa’s Helpers
As one might deduce Santa cannot 
be everywhere at once, so he relies 
on special helpers, including elves. 

Marna Fahrney says her role as 
an elf in Baker City at Christmas is 
to assist Santa (Rick Forrester) and 
“spread joy, lots and lots of joy, happy 
smiles, hugs, and elf magic.”

One way she does this is to use “elf 
dust.” 

“I use it in many ways,” Marna says. 
“Sometimes I sprinkle it above the 
heads of those who no longer believe 
in Santa. How can you argue with 
silver glitter falling on your head and 
sticking to your eyelashes?” 

Marna will sprinkle elf dust onto 
a child’s outstretched hand and ask 
them to close their eyes and make a 
Christmas wish. They open their eyes 
and blow the elf dust into the air. 

Marna maintains that a child’s 
Santa experience should be more 
than just running to sit on Santa’s lap 
and asking for presents. 

“Some of the children will carry 
these memories with them for the 
rest of their lives,” she says. “We 
want them to be the best memories 
possible. I try to not let any child 
leave without feeling better than 
when they walked in.” 



Grant County
One of Grant County’s Santas, Ron 
Smith, says he was “conned” into being 
Santa when the Grant County Chamber 
of Commerce had a photo event. 
However, he admits he enjoys it.

Most of the kids already know Ron as 
the John Day fire chief, but some don’t 
make the connection when they see him 
as Santa.

“The kids are either really happy to 
see Santa or scared to death,” Ron says. 
“It’s the little kids who make Christmas 
so much fun. That’s really what it’s all 
about.”

Harney County
Larry Anderson of Burns still believes in 
Santa Claus. 

“There really is a Santa, in your heart,” 
he says. 

Larry spends a great deal of his time 
convincing people of that.

“I had my kids and grandkids believ-
ing in Santa up until they were about 12 
and 13 years old,” Larry says. “It’s not just 
for kids. Adults need to believe in Santa, 
too. Santa Claus is the spirit of Christmas 
and love. That’s what Santa is all about.”

Larry says he even has the older kids, 
if not outright believing, at least giving 
the notion a second thought. 

“The teenagers come up with all 
kinds of things, like ‘If you’re Santa, then 
where’s your sleigh?’” 

Larry tells them his sleigh is parked 
under a large lighted cross on a hill 
overlooking Burns every Christmas 
season. 

“Later I’ll catch a couple of them 
looking up there. They’re right on the 
edge of believing,” Larry says with a jolly 
Santa laugh. 

For other questions, such as how he 
gets down the chimneys, he says, “Every 
kid knows what magic is.”

Larry has had “unbelievers” sit on 
his lap a few times and grab his beard. 

Although they have never completely 
pulled it off, he admits he has had to 
demote his Santa status to Santa’s helper 
a time or two. 

“I wear a fake beard,” says the retired 
truck driver, “but it’s a good one and it 
fools most kids. I just want to keep the 
fantasy alive for them and give them 
hope in something.” 

Larry is wearing a new beard this year, 
a gift from his sister-in-law. Having been 
a Santa for 40 years—first for his own 
kids and then the community—he says 
he is on his second suit, and his beard 
was starting to show a little wear. 

Larry says although he doesn’t 
personally slide down the chimneys and 
fill stockings, he does get a lot of cookies 
just the same.

“Kids always bring me cookies and 
pictures they have drawn of Santa and his 
reindeer,” he says. 

Of course, the cookies are long gone, 
especially his favorite sugar cookies, but 
Larry has saved and cherishes all of the 
drawings. 

When faced with difficult requests 
from kids, such as the time a little boy 
asked him to bring his daddy back home 
for Christmas, Larry says, “I just tell 
them to believe. Keep believing, and it 
will happen in your heart.” 
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Santa Larry Anderson checks who’s naughty or nice.
Photo courtesy of Larry Anderson

Christmas Events
Grant County
 December 3: Keerins Hall Holiday Bazaar, 

fairground, (541) 575-1900. Blue Mountain 
Hospital Auxiliary Bazaar, fairgrounds, (541) 
575-1900

 December 9: Festival of (Trees) Holiday 
Magic, fairgrounds, (541) 575-1900. Festival 
of Children, fairgrounds, (541) 575-1900

 December 10: Timber Truckers Light Parade 
award dinner, fairgrounds, (541) 575-1900

Union County
 Starting the � rst weekend of December, 

La Grande’s Main Street will host Santa 
Saturdays in the Historic Downtown district. 
Events will include caroling, story hour 
hosted by bookstores and the community 
library, pictures with Santa at a downtown 
location, and a giant stocking giveaway.

Baker County
 December 2-3: 4-H Christmas Bazaar, 2:30 

p.m. to 5:30 p.m. Friday; 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Saturday. Free admission. 

 December 3: Twilight Parade, 5 p.m. Santa 
and his elf o�  cially light the downtown tree 
followed by a community singalong with 
the Baker City High School Bel Canto Choir. 
Merchants hand out hot chocolate. 

 December 10: 27th annual Historic Homes 
Tour, noon to 5 p.m. Self-guided tour with  a 
hospitality stop with refreshments. Sumpter 
Christmas Bazaar, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., followed 
by a parade and Christmas tree lighting.

Harney County
 December 3: Christmas Bazaar at the 

Harney County Fairgrounds and Faith Baptist 
Church

 December 4: Chamber Music Society 
Christmas Concert at 3 p.m. at the Nazarene 
Church

 December 10: Christmas Jamboree, 
downtown Burns. Breakfast with Santa at the 
Elks, 8 a.m.-10 a.m. Stores open with vendors 
in the Community Center, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
“The Best Christmas Pageant Ever” at Lincoln 
Auditorium with local talent, 11 a.m. Canned 
food movie at the Desert Historic Theater, 
2 p.m. Lighted Christmas parade, 6 p.m.


