


farmers market is a direct local investment that 
has a chance to compound as it moves through the 
community. 

Downtown businesses notice an increase in sales 
during market days. 

“The market brings people downtown and 
creates a festive atmosphere,” says Jennifer 
Garinger, manager of Naturally Yours, a 
downtown business. “We changed our business 
hours to be open during the market because we 
saw an increase in sales on market days. We call 
our new summer hours ‘market hours,’” 

A farmers market, especially in a rural area, 
provides a much needed gathering place, Sally 
observes.

“The market was full of people coming 
together on a Saturday morning to enjoy something 
positive,” she says of last year’s event.

This positive atmosphere pours into the street on 
Saturday mornings, enticing people to join in. Having 
such an attraction encourages travelers to stop in town 
and linger awhile.

Part of the mission of the John Day Farmers Market 
is to be a market for everyone. As evident by Sally’s 
observation the market was clearly off to a good start 
for attaining its goal the first season. 

“The market, both vendors and customers, were a 
real cross-section of the community, socioeconomically 
speaking,” Sally says. “This was nice to see. There really 
is something for everyone at the market.” 

One of the ways the market encouraged a diverse 
clientele was by accepting the Women, Infants and 
Children (WIC) Fruit and Veggie Vouchers, and the 
Farm Direct Nutrition Checks during the first season. 

This year, the market board aspires to make the 
market even more accessible to low-income members 
of the community by accepting Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program (SNAP) benefits, formerly known as 
food stamps. By accepting SNAP benefits, low-income 
members of the community will have increased access to 
fresh, healthy, local foods. 

The board’s goal is to offer an incentive program during 
July to provide a match of $5 when SNAP customers 
spend at least $5 of their benefits at the market each week. 
Offering additional dollars to their benefits will encourage 
low-income community members to visit the market and will 
make healthy foods more affordable to families. The board is 
asking for help from organizations in the community to provide 
the funds to offer this match. 

When asked what she thought of the market accepting SNAP 
benefits this year, one SNAP participant said, “It will make 
a huge difference in our quality of life this summer. I am so 
grateful to the farmers market board for making it happen.” 

The success of the farmers market demonstrates the power 

of the community to make a positive change. It is a testament to 
what a small group of dedicated people can do, an appreciation 
not lost on John Day Mayor Bob Quinton. 

“The John Day Farmers Market has been a great addition 
to downtown John Day,” he says. “With the solid foundation 
that the organizers have laid, I see the market having positive 
impacts on our downtown businesses, local producers and 
crafters far into the future.” �Q
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