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OTEC Helps Students Take

Tour in the nation’s capitol and scholarships offer an energetic boost

Four local high school juniors have

been selected by Oregon Trail Electric
Cooperative to attend the 2011 Rural
Electric Youth Tour in Washington, D.C.,
this June.

They are Brittany Hargrove of
Cove, Darryn McCauley of Baker City,
Julee Ann Withee of Burns and Trey
Thompson of John Day.

The four students will represent
OTEC as they join nearly 1,500 students
from across the United States for a one-

week, all-expenses-paid
trip to the nation’s
capital. During

the course of

the Youth Tour,

Brittany, Darryn,

Julee Ann and
Trey—traveling with
student delegations
from throughout the Pacific Northwest—
will visit some of the world’s most
famous historical sites and spend time on
Capitol Hill with congressional leaders.

Students will create podcasts and digi-
tal photo projects as they learn about
electric cooperatives and issues in energy
and climate change legislation that face
their communities and the nation.

“Energy is a hot topic right now;” says
Angela Perez, OTEC communications
and government relations specialist. Darryn McCauley, Baker City
“Every day, through all sorts of media
sources, students hear about our nation’s
skyrocketing electricity and energy costs.

They hear the debates about renewable
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energy E}nd climate change. These stu- Learn about OTEC youth programs
dents will get a chance to engage first at your local online community.
hand in major issues like these that face

the nation. I'm confident they will rep- www.otecc.com

resent us well in D.C. All four of them
demonstrated to OTEC a deep intellec-
tual curiosity combined with a real com-
mitment to community.” m
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Oregon Trail Electric Cooperative has
awarded 27 college scholarships of $3,000
each to local students whose parents or
guardians are members of OTEC.

Why does OTEC give out scholarships
to so many great students each year?
Angela Perez, OTEC communications
and government relations specialist, has
the answer.

“OTEC is proud of this program,” she
says. “Many of our scholarship winners
have completed their education and have
returned home to pursue their careers.
That’s a return on investment that the
entire region will benefit from”

Applications are open to current high
school seniors and college students who
are dependents of OTEC members.
Applications were sorted by each of
the four counties served by OTEC and
evaluated by independent scholarship
selection committees made up of OTEC
members. Each committee worked
through an evaluation process, ending
with the selection of recipients and alter-
nates for each county.

Funding for the scholarship program
is derived primarily from interest earned
on unclaimed refunds of capital credits
that go uncashed. m

Scholarship Winners

» Union County: Tonya Marie Alexander,
Rachael Carrothers, Mikaila Hossele,
Jamie Murchison, Jessy Turnidge, Karissa
Wilburn, Savannah Sheehy, Alexandria
Brudevold, Chris Kee, Jennifer Snyder

» Baker County: Elliott Averett, Laura
Borgen, Kaitlyn Martin, Kelsie White, Jon
Calhoun, Katherine Farber, Kari Miller,
and Nadina Zarkowski

» Harney County: Jennifer Higle, Jessica
Hodge, Lauren Huseby, Mattea Zabala

» Grant County: Levi Gagnon, Stuart
Mosier, Samantha Grief, Kathryn
Manitsas, Isaac Moore
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Applications for 2012 scholarships will be available online and through
local guidance counselors starting November 2011. For more information
about scholarships and other youth programs, go to www.otecc.com.
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