O]=le[elsMIgNl Electric

www.otecc.com

For safety sake—and
because it is the law—
community events
posters, for sale signs
and satellite dishes are
examples of items that
should not be attached
to utility power poles or
security light poles.

Ke Power Poles Clear

You wouldn't nail a flier on your neighbor’s porch, and utility
poles are no different.

It is illegal and dangerous to attach items to utility poles.

Oregon Trail Electric Cooperative linemen have reported
seeing more and more poles being used as community bulletin
boards, satellite mounts and even support legs for deer stands,
lights and carports.

It violates state law to store, operate, erect, maintain, move
or transport any tools, machinery, equipment, supplies or
materials or any other device that conducts electricity within 10
feet of any high-voltage overhead line. It also is contrary to the
co-op's easement to block our access to the utility pole.

Not using safe practices around utility poles is extremely
dangerous. When attaching items such as deer stands, carports,
satellite dishes and others items to utility poles, it puts people
dangerously close to energized power lines.

What might seem like harmless advertising could become
deadly for line crews. Nails and staples increase the danger of
electrocution.

Linemen wear protective clothing and gloves to prevent
electric shocks. Sharp, protruding nails can tear this protectivid/hen utility poles are clear, crews can climb poles and park
equipment and result in injury. They also have special boots utility vehicles near poles much easier, which means power is
and climbing hooks to allow them to get up the pole to inspecéstored quicker during an outage.
or make repairs to lines. If these hooks hit metal, they may be So remember, keep items off utility poles. It helps keep
deflected, causing the lineman to fall. everyone safe and complies with the law.

Keeping utility poles clear helps OTEC linemen stay safe.  Besides, it's just the neighborly thing to do.
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